Malignant melanoma. Treatment with high-dose combination alkylating agent chemotherapy and autologous bone marrow support.
Nineteen patients with metastatic malignant melanoma were treated with 20 courses of high-dose combination alkylating agent chemotherapy and autologous bone marrow support. All 20 treatment courses were evaluable for toxic reactions and 17 of 20 courses were assessable for response. Twelve of the 20 courses were given at the phase 2 dose per square meter of cyclophosphamide (5.625 g), cisplatin (165 mg), and carmustine (600 mg). Marrow reconstitution occurred with a median time to recovery of 21 and 24 days for more than 500 neutrophils and more than 20,000 platelets, respectively. The overall response rate was 65%, with one patient achieving a complete response with chemotherapy alone. Ten additional patients achieved partial responses following chemotherapy, of which three were subsequently rendered disease free by surgical resection of single areas of residual tumor. Two of these patients are alive and disease free more than 22 months following chemotherapy and one remains relapse free. The median survival for responding patients was 15.2 months and 8.6 months for the entire group.